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Mzam's dominions. He greatly deplored the
state of the country where we were shooting, and
told me that the jungle now covers vast tracts 'of,
valuable land which used to be in a high state,
of cultivation and yielding large crops, that
there are a great number of old wells and tanks
all over the country which, though now dry
through neglect, might be restored at a small
expense, thereby bringing the country to its
former prosperity; for, as I think I mentioned
before, water is the only thing required to
fertilize any Indian soil. He was a great advocate
for peasant proprietorship, and I am of his
opinion, for, from what I have observed in my
wanderings, a man always takes more pride and
pains in what is his own. The Nizam's territories
are divided amongst feudal chiefs, of whom the
Ifawab Vikar Ul Umra is one of the most
powerful; we came across large villages and
districts belonging to him, and over whose
inhabitants he has power of life and death. He
is obliged to keep up two regiments at his.own